
To the Housing Committee: 

My name is Christina Perez. My family and I live in New Haven and the property owner started 

an eviction against us in September 2022. If you look at the court filings it simply says for lapse 

of time and nonpayment. 

What the filings do not tell you is why my family was under eviction. We did not pay rent in 

August. Not because we could not afford it, but because we could not live in the conditions we 

were subjected to any longer. My family lived in a unit that had housing code violations. Livable 

Cities Initiative opened a case back in January of 2022, but it was not closed until October 2022, 

and we had been dealing with those issues for months before calling LCI the first time. 

We did not know that there was a right way and wrong way to withhold rent, we just knew that 

we had to do something, so we withheld the rent for August. We were served a Notice to Quit in 

September and the case was filed in October. After the case became public on the court website, 

it has become almost impossible to get into a unit to even see it. And even when we do, once we 

disclose the eviction, the discussion about moving in is shut down and we stop hearing back. 

I was put into an impossible decision. I could keep fighting and likely win on several legal 

defenses, or agree to a move out date in the future. My family and I took the move out date. We 

knew that even if the case was dismissed, it would continue to linger on the court website and 

cause problems. At this point, my family needed stability and certainty, and even if we won and 

the property owner restarted the eviction, we would not have received much more time than what 

we got in the deal. 

Now I live in fear that the end of June might not be enough time, and uncertainty about what 

comes next if we cannot find a new home. Renters need protection, more protections than just 

sealing eviction records, but this is a start and HB 6781 should be passed. 

 

Sincerely, 

Christina Perez. 


